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I am pleased to share with you, the Park Academy community, 
our report on the 2018-2019 fiscal year.  

Everyday I am inspired by our students, their families, our 
faculty and staff. I always feel a sense of urgency when it comes 
to our community. Because the stakes are so high, it is important 
that every action and every minute be approached with 
intentionality and purpose. The road for students with learning 
differences can be extremely difficult but it can also be paved 
with stories of wonder, pride and success. We do everything 
humanly possible to fill every minute of every day with skills and 
practices that will help them in their education, in building their 
resiliency and ultimately to thrive. There is no doubt that the 
need is there, now we need to set about the task of making sure 
every student gets the education they deserve. 

The following represents just a portion of what we face as a community:

• 1 in 5 students have an identifiable learning disability - the majority of which impact literacy.
• There are over 85,000 students in Oregon special education.
• 50% of special education teachers leave their jobs within 5 years, 75% within 10.
•  The graduation rate for students in Oregon who are identified for special education services is 

only slightly higher than 50%.
•  Some statistics show that close to 50% of the United States prison population may have dyslexia.

Our students are incredible and have amazing potential. They deserve every ounce of passion and 
compassion that we have to give and when we do that, you will be inspired as you watch them thrive! 

I hope you enjoy learning about Riley, a Park Academy student whose story reflects the 
transformation that many of our students have when they join our school.

During the 2018 – 2019 fiscal year we were again blown away by our community’s investment in 
our organization. Highlights of our fundraising success include our golf tournament, the Drive for 
Dyslexia, our gala, An Evening with LeVar Burton and our Named Scholarship Campaign. These 
funds allow us to retain the best teachers, increase their knowledge with high level professional 
development, and of course, grant scholarships to 35% of our student body, assisting individuals  
who otherwise would not be able to attend Park Academy..

Park Academy is thriving! We are in a position to continue to build on our previous successes as we 
determine what the future will be in order to meet the needs of our community.

Sincerely,

Craig Lowery 
Head of School

A Note from the Head of School
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Student Profile: Riley’s Story

Riley came to Park Academy 
as a fifth grader. Like many 
of our students, he began his 
academic career in preschool 
with confidence, excitement 
and enthusiasm. However, 
that soon changed when 
language was introduced in 
late preschool/ kindergarten. 
By the second grade, this 
once vibrant child became 
withdrawn. His desire to learn 
went away because he felt he 
wasn’t one of the “smart” kids. 
In addition, he felt that the 
educators were focused on 
the students who were doing 
well, and therefore his self 
advocacy for assistance was 
gone unanswered.

Experiences like Riley’s don’t just impact the individual, they impact the entire family. Riley’s 
parents worked with him for hours after school each day on basic assignments with no positive 
results, and wondered why the struggle was so great. They also began to think that perhaps the 
school he was attending wasn’t a good fit. Then, they began to realize that perhaps something 
else was going on. Once Riley received a diagnosis of dyslexia, they felt they could move forward. 
Their path led them to Park Academy.  

Since arriving at Park Academy, Riley shares that he “feels like the teachers really care about their 
students.” And his parents report the he looks forward to going to school. “They (the teachers) 
treat them with respect and kindness. Its pretty powerful. We feel grateful.” Both his academic 
and inner self confidence have blossomed, and he has 
learned to advocate for himself rather than disappear 
into the background. 

Riley’s future is bright. He wants to go to the University 
of Wisconsin and pursue a career in writing or film 
production, maybe both! We don’t doubt that Riley can 
do anything he sets his mind on.

To learn more about Riley’s journey, check out our 
website.

https://www.parkacademy.org/school-info/).
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Board of Directors, Faculty, and Staff

Craig Lowery, Head of School
Jeff Barnes, Teacher
Kim Barton, Admissions Coordinator
Melissa Carroll, Teacher
Will Cheng, Facilities Assistant 
Alisa Christiansen, Teacher
Chris Devers, Teacher
Elizabeth Dove, Development Director
Gena Fields, Teacher
Charles Geier, Teacher
Lucy Healey, Direct Support Staff
Megan Holcomb, Teacher
Sofia Hussain, Teacher

Chelsea Jepson, Teacher
Dan Kimbro, Teacher
Jenni Kumanchik, Teacher
Malgorzata Mart, Teacher
Mary Mollway, Assistant Head of School
Tina Moore, Accountant
Fawn Morris, Executive Assistant
Chris Morrison, Teacher
Sandy Nemer, Teacher
Susan Ramirez, Teacher
Maddy Roach, Teacher
Patti Voelker, Teacher
Linda West, Counselor

Board of Directors
Andy Pihl, President
Piper Park, Secretary & Founder
Gina Williams, Treasurer
Tom Boothe
Dr. Keith Cheng
Gary Maffei
Jeff Mengis
Valerie Parker
Dr. David Plotkin
Katie Walther
Bill Westphal

Faculty and Staff
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Financials, Admissions and Student Body

Finances
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Admissions and Student Body
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2019 An Evening with LeVar Burton

Thank you to our sponsors!Thank you to our sponsors!
Presenting Sponsor:      Dinner Sponsor: 

Corporate Sponsors:

Patron Sponsors:

Special Thanks to: 

Park Academy’s fifth annual auction, An Evening with LeVar Burton was a huge success! On June 13, 2019, 
260 community members came together to raise over $360,000 for our general scholarship program!

That evening, the audience was captivated three times!

First, when our third grade class performed their 
rendition of Michael Hall’s Red: A Crayon’s Story. 
They were joined by sixth grader Jocelyn as Pencil 
the narrator and the audience was mesmerized by this 
powerful story of acceptance and self realization.

Next, we learned about the transformation experienced 
by sixth grader Riley. His parent shared his story and 
how Park Academy has impacted their family.

Lastly, LeVar Burton’s presentation included a reading 
of his book, The Rhino Who Swallowed a Storm. It closes 
with the lines, “You’re never really alone when bad 
things happen. There are family and friends, even people we don’t know, who are always there to help us 
through tough times.” The supporters and advocates of Park Academy are those people. The compassionate 
protectors that our students may not even know, who help our students and families as they realize they are 
not alone.

 

 

Lucky 
Transportation 

 

Our Products Help Save lives

Park Academy 
Parent Group

http://www.besolucky.com/
http://parkergroup-inc.com/
https://wcep.com/
http://myaliat.com/
http://www.mengiscapital.com/
https://www.schwabe.com/
https://trilliumfamily.org/
http://www.besolucky.com/
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2018 Drive for Dyslexia

At the 2018 Drive for Dyslexia we started some new traditions. 
While the golf tournament on October 4, 2018 was still held 
at the fabulous Pumpkin Ridge Golf Course, the night before, 
October 3rd we held our inaugural golf tournament dinner 
at Kells Irish Pub.  100 golfers and their guests joined us for a 
wonderful meal and a small auction.  We heard from our Head 
of School, Craig Lowery who shared his personal experiences 
with his learning differences and from one of our high school 
students who also shared his experience that led him to Park 
Academy.  We were inspired once again by our students’ 
bravery and resiliency.

At the tournament, guests were thrilled to receive generous 
golfer gifts from our sponsors: Nike, Columbia Sportswear, 
Jones Golf and many others!  Pace of play, weather, and overall 
experience will hopefully bring folks back every year.  

Congratulations to our winning teams: 

First Place Gross: Jones Golf    
First Place Net: Aliat

Second Place Gross: Bill Swindells Team   
Second Place Net: The Michael Larson Co.

Third Place Gross: Mengis Capital Management II  
Third Place Net:  Providence

We are grateful to Joe Wedding for his leadership and vision 
as our event chair.  His focus on golfer experience and desire 
to raise critical scholarship funds has taken the Drive for 
Dyslexia to a new level!

Bil l  
Sw ind e l l s

WWe are grateful to our sponsors:e are grateful to our sponsors:

https://www.nwnatural.com
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In the Spring of 2019 we proudly 
announced that we had raised 
one million dollars in scholarship 
funds in honor of three long time 
and most dedicated volunteers: 
Piper Park, Gary Maffei and Bill 
Westphal.  

Piper Park:  As our school 
founder and visionary, Park 
Academy would not exist without 
Piper. She has a first person 
experience of what it means to be 
a parent of a young person with 
dyslexia and to feel the despair in 
finding appropriate resources for 
one’s child.  Her passion drives us 
to do more!

Gary Maffei: As an inaugural board member, Gary provided insight and direction at a critical time when 
the school was in its infancy.  He helped create what is now a thriving institution that everyone is proud 
and honored to represent.  He also played an instrumental role in our recent capital campaign.

Bill Westphal: In his role as Assistant Head of School, Bill offered decades of educational and 
administrative knowledge to the faculty and staff of the school.  He was also instrumental in the project 
management of the construction for our new building.  Upon retirement, his new role as board member 
continues to strengthen our program.

We are grateful to these three honorees and all of the donors who contributed!  We are grateful to these three honorees and all of the donors who contributed!  
Dan and Sallie Dutton Family Foundation

The Harold and Margaret Taylor Foundation
The Harry Merlo Foundation

The Heather Killough Foundation
Joanne Lilley

The Marie Lamfrom Foundation
The Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund

Susie and Jeff Mengis
Joan and Jim Neice

Oneatta Fund of The Oregon Community Foundation
Ray Park

Marcia Randall
The Ray Hickey Foundation

Steve Reinisch
Pat Reser

Arlene Schnitzer

A huge thank you to board member Jeff Mengis for his vision and execution of this campaign!

Park Academy Named Scholarships Campaign
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Thank you to our Generous Donors

$50,000 & above
Marcia H. Randall Foundation
Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund
Park Foundation
Ray Hickey Foundation
Pat Reser
Arlene Schnitzer

$10,000 - 49,999
Hester & John Capriotti
The Frederick D.  
  & Gail Y. Jubitz Foundation
Cynthia & Steve Harder
Kristi & John Harnish
The Harold  
  and Margaret Taylor Foundation
The Heather Killough Foundation
Joanne Lilley
Jeanelle & Todd Lindsey
Marie Lamfrom  
  Charitable Foundation
Elaine & Dan Park
Piper Park
Valerie & Dave Parker
Kathy & Richard Parson
Haley & Scott Rayden
Bill Westphal & Pat Reser

$2,500 - 9,999
Babener & Associates
Erica & George Bach, Jr.
Julietta Bauman Schreck  
  & Frank Schreck
Larry Brown
Cheng Family Foundation
City Wide of Portland
Kevin Crombie
Wendy & Kevin Dehmer
Emerio Design
Emmert International
Kristine & Neil Fernando
Megan & Justin Harnish
Harnish Properties
Linda Rae Hickey
John Hoke
Intel

Jackson Foundation
Heather Killough
Marie & Harold Lowery
Gary Maffei & Marc Lintner
Susie & Jeff Mengis
Muji USA Limited
NW Natural Gas Company
OCF Joseph E. Weston  
  Public Foundation
Oneatta Fund of  
  The Oregon Community Foundation
The Parker Group Inc.
Sharon & Michael Parr
Jaimee & Jeffrey Parson
Reser Family Foundation
Warren Rosenfeld  
  & Sheryl Langerman
Cathy & Jim Rudd
Sandra Rugonyi  
  & Mauro Kobrinsky
Angela Saunders Polin
Marie & Roland Smith
Sojourn Ventures
Bill Swindells
Traffic Safety Supply Co.
Trillium Family Services
West Coast Event Productions

$500 - 2,499
Airefco Inc.
Aliat
Jessica & Sam Allen
Ruth Bach
Sally Bany
Cherie & James Beatty
Berj Kouyoumjian Jewelry
Kathleen Boniface
Dorothy Boothe
Josh Bratt
Sharon Brown Lamberton
Curtis Burnett
Dr. Keith Cheng  
  & Dr. Karen Ulloth
Ann Childers
Dan and Sallie Dutton  

  Family Foundation
Elizabeth Dove & Andrea Floyd
Joan Foley
Katie & Ron Forbes
Becky & Duane Fromhart
Lindsay & Chris Fromhart
Mindy & Colin Giddings
Margaret Gotesman
Denise & Larry Grimes
Rachel & Chad Hamar
Debbie & Brent Husbands
Jack R. and Mary B. Dant Special 
  Disability Fund of The Oregon  
  Community Foundation
Heidi & Jack Jepson
Cody Johnecheck
Laurie Kelley
Selby Jean & Douglas Key
Paula & Dan Kinney
Linda & Mike Larson
Linda Lees
George Lizer
Jessica & Craig Lowery
David Lucas
Julie & Jay McBee
Heather & Jonathan McGowan
Bill Medak
The Michael Larson Co.
Joan & Jim Neice
New Avenues for Youth
Cassie & Peter Northrup
NW Self Storage Foundation
Barbara Palmer
Julieann & Jin Park
Park Academy Parent Group
Amy & Anthony Pate
Michael Patterson
Andy Pihl
Providence Health & Services
Angie & Martin Quandt
Julie & Bill Reiersgaard
David Resk
George Robinson

Fiscal Year 2018 - 2019Fiscal Year 2018 - 2019
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Laura & Damon Sabo
Christian Selleron
Kathy & Hammer Semmes
Nancy & Dan Stueber
Cookie & Ed Swakon
Eva Thanheiser  
  & Michael Kennedy
Terence Thatcher
Tyler Thessin
Jennifer Tillema
Caryn Urba

$499 & below
A to Z Wineworks
Anisha Abdul-Ali
Gregory Abdul-Ali
Ken Ackerman
Amazon Smile Foundation
Jean & Shaman Anderson
Andrea Baldwin
Jeff Barnes
Michael Barron
Kim Barton
Nick Beechler
Judith Belk
Scott Berry
Blairco Incorporated
Nicole & Guy Blanchard
Tom Boothe
Box Tops
Elizabeth & Matthew Bray
Kenneth Bray
Beverly Brown
Jerry Brown
Dorris Brunswick
Kelly Buechler
Ally Burr Harris  
  & Michael Harris
Kate Byer
Michael Calcagno
Maurene Campbell
Sarah & Steve Cantor
Steve Chinn
Chuckie Pies

Clackamas County
Janet Clough
Coiltron
Rene Contakos  
  & Mark Langseth
Cliff Crawford
Christine Crombie
Connie Dalla Gasperina
Anhar Daoud
Lainie & Megan Decker
Wayne Delozier
Marilee Dietz-Papst  
  & James Papst
Jenni Dingeldein
Dave Drinkward
Elizabeth Eklund
Mary El-Ebrashi
Stacee Emmert
Entercom Portland
Tricia & Scott Epping
Robert Eugene Johnson
Ryan Everett
Melanie Fairlamb
Gena Fields
Jim Fisher
Rob Fogarty
Katherine & Mark Frandsen
William French
Nancy Frisch
Fullerton Wines
Maura & David Gabriel
Alex Gary
Tonya Gettmann
Allene Gould
Julia & Marcos Grajeda
Patricia Greenstreet
Richard Gresham
Ann Guns
Jason Hagen
John Hansen
Kathi Harvey
Mark Haviland
Lisa & Monty Hawkins

Chris Hein
Drew Henrie-McWilliams
Lauren Henshall
Marisa  
  & Roman Hernandez, Sr.
Michael Hinchliffe
James Hindahl
Amy Hodges
Tim Hopkins
Daniel Howe
Richard Howell
Jon Huddleston
IHeart Media
Catherine  
  & Trond Ingvaldsen
David Jeffery
Ajitkumar Jetmalani
Carla & Alan Jochim
Chan & Dale Johannes
Rick Johnson
Dawn Johnston
Jason Johnston
Lisa Kane
Julie & Nishan Karassik
KATU 2
Joseph Kersey
KGW TV
Dan Kimbro
Daniel Kizer
Brian Konrad
Kroger (Fred Meyer Rewards)
Joan Kruse
Lagunitas Brewing Co.
Marci & Neil Laird
Paulette Lamadrid
Alexis & Stephen Lamoureux
Evan Larson
The Larsson Group
Brian Leet
Carole Lintner
Jennifer Lizer
Daren Lucas
Lucky Limousine

Fiscal Year 2018 - 2019 continuedFiscal Year 2018 - 2019 continued

Thank you to our Generous Donors (continued)
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Fiscal Year 2018 - 2019 continuedFiscal Year 2018 - 2019 continued
Douglas Luther
Creah MacGlashan
Maria & Kenneth Marcy
Patricia Marcy
Stuart Marcy
Donald Mast
Linda & Malcolm Mathes
Mimi McCaslin
Laura Mellick
Kellie & Ezra Merrill
Jean & Rudi Milpacher
Morgan Stanley  
  Wealth Management
Chris Morrison
Raquel & Edward Muller
Kari & Aaron Natwick
NBC Sports
Network for Good
Thomas Newman
Mike O’Connor
Kim Olson
Kristina Opsahl
Leesa Orcutt
Simon Ostler
Dave Park
Terri & Mike Park
Betsy & Simon Perry
Georgene  
  & David Pettersson
Jill Petty
Samantha Phillips
Portland’s CW
James Potter
AJ Prasad
Amy & Randy Prazeau
Robert Prazeau
David Punsalan
Dwain Quandt
Susan Ramirez
Betsy Ramsey & Don Ruff
Deborah Reiersgaard
Walter Reyes
Bryan Rhodes

Sybil Richardson
Veronica Ricks & Talli Koppel
Maddy Roach
Paul Robben
Janice & Guy Rooker
Celeste Rose & Kevin Bunick
Danielle Roth
Terri Rowan
Barry Russell
Betsy Russell
Lory Sarlo
Stan Sawicki
Matt Scheelar
Lisa & Derek Scholin
Kim Scott
Behjat Sedighi
Shell Oil Company Foundation  
  Matching Gifts
Norah Smith
Kari Smith
Rachael & Russell Sneddon
Holly & Michael Sorem
Sally Spatafora
Margaret Steuber
Marcia & John Stilwell
Gary Strachan
Elizabeth & John Sullivan
Aaron Sundholm
Constance & John Sutherland
Brett Sutter
Meighan & Ryan Swakon

Sweet Live Event Productions/  
  Oregon Jamboree
Jen Thessin
Danielle & Doug Thompson
Tito’s Handmade Vodka,  
  Fifth Generation, Inc.
United Way  
  of the Columbia Willamette
Anne Van Gordon
Emily & Bret Vanderipe
Frank Vasquez
Katie & Robb Walther
Betty Warren
Joe Wedding
Jamie Weimer
Chad Westphal
Julie Williams
Julie Winder
Sarah Winder
Gary Withers
Sarah & Todd Witter
Cleta Woods
Marge Wright
Alayna & Tim Wu
Melinda & David Yale
Kim Yan

This list is reflective of donations received July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019. We make every effort to acknowledge our donors 
properly.  If you are missing from this list, please contact the Development Department at 503.594.8780.

Thank you to our Generous Donors (continued)
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